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I want to wish everyone a happy holiday and a happy 
new year. I hope you all get to spend some good time 
with your friends and family. The 2017-2018 Richer 
School year is flying by and we still have a lot of work 
ahead of us when we return January 2nd. We are 
making a united effort to improve student achievement 
at Richer School without sacrificing the fun. Our teams 
of teachers have been gelling and analyzing the 
students in each grade. We are focused on continuing to 
make Richer a school that parents, teachers, and 
students can be proud to be a part of the fabric. 

During the upcoming months, we will be preparing our 
students with the academic, behavioral, and social skills 
necessary to be successful in their futures. We are 
confident that much of this will be reflected in our 2018 
MCAS data. What won’t be reflected in MCAS scores, 
will be evident in our students’ embodiment of the 
school’s core values. We are committed to supporting 
students in a journey toward becoming respectful and 
responsible young citizens. 

The second half of the school year will be filled with 
hard work and fun. Your son or daughter will have many 
opportunities for academic and social growth, along 
with a variety of cultural arts offerings. Our PTO 
continues to support our school with those events. I am 
excited about the upcoming months and I hope you are 
too!  

Happy Holidays, 

Dr. Skaza 
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This month, during Lunch Bunch we will be talking about “How Big is My Problem.”  A problem is something that happens 
that was not part of the plan AND makes people feel uncomfortable.  Problems also come in different sizes.  Feelings & 
emotional reactions come in different sizes, as well, and reactions come from feelings.  We are expected to match our 
reaction to the size of the problem. Please refer to this visual if you want to follow up with your child at home.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
by Karen Rivera & Mackenzie Coakley, School Adjustment Counselors 

This month, Richer School was fortunate enough to be 
one of the recipients of the Brigham Family Trust Grant. 
This grant money is used to fund our “Read to a Child” 
program. This Lunchtime Reading Program, with over 60 
volunteer mentors from many of our local corporations, 
runs one day a week and brings adult volunteers into 
elementary schools for read-aloud sessions. Just one 
lunch break a week is all it takes for a child to become a 
stronger, more enthusiastic reader.  
 
We are extremely appreciative to have this program as a 
part of our school, and more importantly, for the lives it 
impacts throughout the year.  

 

Assistant Principal’s Post 
by Joseph Padilla 
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Tips for Getting Your Kids to Write Thank You Notes 

Giving thanks is a valuable lesson for our children to learn all year round, and is usually encouraged during the holiday 
season.  This time of year is a perfect time to teach your children the value of handwritten thank you notes to show their 
acknowledgement and appreciation of a gift, thoughtful gesture, or even a good friendship.  This does not have to become 
a daunting task for you or your kids.  Here are some tips to make this a special time with family where everyone can 
express their gratitude and creativity.  

1. Make it an event. Set a date and time for note-writing, bring out everyone’s favorite snacks, and play music. 

2. Have materials ready. Special stationary, colored pens, stickers, stamps, and other craft items will definitely spark 

some creativity. 

3. Allow choices.  Instead of a lengthy note, consider using a photograph or a drawing of you and your new gift with a 

line or two of thanks. 

4. Transcribe. If you have little ones that will stress over the writing, transcribe their thoughts.  Be sure to have them 

draw a picture and sign their name.  

Writing thank you notes are not only a use of good manners, it is a way to show kids the importance of thinking of others 
and expressing their appreciation.  

 
 

Communicating Using Math Language 

It is important that students are able to communicate 
math concepts and ideas effectively. In an effort to 
support the increased rigor in math classes, students are 
expected to be involved in reading and writing about, 
listening to, representing, viewing and discussing 
mathematical ideas. These activities allow students to 
connect their own ideas and language to the symbols and 
language of mathematics. 

In the classroom, students are expected to 
communicate mathematically by: 
• Using words or mathematical symbols to explain real life 
• Talking about how they arrived at an answer 
• Listening to other ways of thinking and perhaps altering 
their own thinking 
• Using pictures to explain understanding 
• Writing about the math, not simply stating an answer 

 What You Can Do at Home: 
Talking about mathematics with your child – whatever his 
or her age – helps strengthen his or her mathematical 
reasoning and understanding. Some ways to keep the talk 
engaged and focused while you support your child include: 

1. Re-voice - Repeat what you heard your child say, then 
ask for clarification (e.g., “So you are saying it’s an odd 
number?”). 

2. Repeat/Restate – Ask your child to restate your 
reasoning (e.g., “Can you repeat what I said in your own 
words?”). 

3. Reason – Ask your child to apply his or her own 
reasoning to someone else’s reasoning (e.g., “Do you 
agree or disagree? Tell me why.”). 

4. Adding On – Prompt your child to participate further 
(e.g., “What more would you add to that?”). 

5. Think Time – Wait several seconds (try five) to give your 
child time to think (e.g., “Take some time to think.”). You 
may be surprised by how hard it is to stay silent in that 
time! 

Increasing mathematical conversations with your child can 
help to develop the crucial skills of reasoning and 
communication and is therefore more helpful than simply 
showing a child how the math is done.  
 

ELA News 
by Lisa Richards, ELA Specialist 

Math News 
by Jaime Miller, Math Specialist 

Thank you to: 
http://www.lmsd.org/data/files/news/LMSDAnnouncements/Math_Winter
Newsletter20151.pdf 

http://www.lmsd.org/data/files/news/LMSDAnnouncements/Math_WinterNewsletter20151.pdf
http://www.lmsd.org/data/files/news/LMSDAnnouncements/Math_WinterNewsletter20151.pdf
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NOTES FROM THE OFFICE 
• If you have moved or have changed a phone number, 

please be sure to call the Richer School office with that 
information.  

• If your child is going to be absent or in late, please be sure 
to leave his/her teacher a message before 8:15 A.M. 

• Notes regarding dismissals or changes in pickup should be 
sent in to your child’s teacher in the morning with your 
child.  

• Please note that for safety reasons, children are not 
allowed to switch buses.  

• The Lost & Found area has quite a large collection of 
coats, and sweatshirts, etc. Please encourage your 
students to look there for missing items.   
 
 
 
 

 

• If your child has any medical conditions, head lice, 
cast/splint, or upcoming surgeries please notify the nurse. If 
your child has an extended illness or needs accommodations 
at school, please provide a doctor’s note. If you have any 
questions, call the school nurse. 

• If your child is absent from school, for any reason, 
please call the classroom teacher directly, before 8:15.  With 
the onset of the cold and flu season, it is essential that you 
give the nature of your child’s absence so that illness 
patterns can be tracked. They should not come to school if 
they have had vomiting or diarrhea within the last 12 hours 
or if they are unable to eat and drink normally. 

• Students should not return to school until 24 hours 
after the start of treatment/medication for conditions such 
as streptococcal infections (strep throat), impetigo, 
conjunctivitis (pink eye), ringworm and scabies. 

Attendance is extremely important for your child’s success 
in school.  Unless a child has a fever or significant illness, 
they should be in school. 

 

Nurse’s Office News 
by Sue Volpe, School Nurse 

THIS MONTH IN OUR SCHOOL 

Wednesday, December 13 
Report cards go home 
 
Thursday, December 21 
All School meeting  
 
Monday, December 25 – Monday, January 1 
Holiday Break 
 
Monday, January 15  
No School – Martin Luther King Day 
 
Tuesday, January 16 
No School – Professional Development Day  

 


